Welcome to AVRCE!

About AVRCE

The Annapolis Valley Regional Centre for
Education (AVRCE) is responsible for delivering
public education in Nova Scotia’s Annapolis
Valley.

Everything we do centres on one purpose:
working together to ensure every student will
grow in their academic achievement, sense of
identity, belonging, and personal empowerment
in a supportive, student-centred and responsive
environment.

e 13,000+ Students
e 700+ Pre-Primary Children
¢ 40 Schools + 2 Adult High Schools

e 5 towns

e 3 municipal regions

¢ 3 Mi'kmaw Communities

e 10 Historic African Nova Scotian
Communities
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AVRCE Website & Social Media

Visit www.avrce.ca for up-to-date information
about AVRCE, our schools and programs, plus
news and announcements.

Follow us @avrce_ns on Instagram for news,
announcements and stories.

2025 - 2026

Q

N4

Annapolis Valley

Finding Your School

The school your child attends is based on your
home address. There are two ways you can find
out which school your child will attend:

e Use our online school catchment search to
search by your home address:
avrce.mybusplanner.ca/Eligibility

e Contact our Transportation Division at
902-538-4641 or transportation@avrce.ca.

School Registration

You can register your child for school any time
during the school year. Once you know which
school your child will attend, contact the school
office to register. For school contact information,
visit avrce.ca/our-schools.

When registering, please be prepared to provide:

e Proof of child’s legal name (as listed on birth
certificate, passport, immigration papers,
legal name change certificate, or adoption
documents)

e Proof of child's age

e Nova Scotia Health Card (MSI) number and
expiry date at time of registration

e A completed school registration form

e Proof of address (such as current utility or
phone bill).

Pre-Primary & Primary Eligibility

e To register for Pre-Primary, a child must
be at least four years old by December
31 of the year they enter the program.

e To register for Primary, a child must be
at least five years old by December 31 of
the year they start school.

Regional Centre for Education
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School Year Calendar

Visit avrce.ca/school-year-calendar to view and
download the school year calendar. Your
school's website will also have a calendar with
important dates and events.

Get Important Announcements

We send email and text updates to families using
SchoolMessenger and the contact information
on file with your school. This includes time-
sensitive notices for school cancellations and
early dismissals, as well as newsletters and
information. To receive text message updates,
you must opt in by texting Y to 978338. For more
information visit avrce.ca/schoolmessenger

We use BusPlanner to share notices by text and
email about late buses and bus driver discretion.
You can update your communication
preferences on the BusPlanner Parent Portal.

Bus Stop Information

You can check your child’s bus route and bus
stop information online using the BusPlanner
Parent Portal at avrce.mybusplanner.ca/. You
can also contact our Transportation Division if
you have questions about student transportation
or need help with the BusPlanner Parent Portal.
Call 1-800-850-3887 or 902-538-4641, or email
transportation@avrce.ca.

School Supplies

If a student needs school supplies and cannot
access them, their school (in collaboration with
SchoolsPlus and community agencies) will
provide what is needed for their schoolwork.
Please reach out to your child’s school for more
information.

School Food Programs

All schools have free breakfast programs for
students.

Schools with elementary grades (Pre-Primary to
grade 5) are part of the Nova Scotia School
Lunch Program. Families at these schools can
order lunches on www.nslunch.ca and choose
the amount they wish to pay. Schools with
middle level grades will join the program in
September 2025.

High schools have cafeterias that offer
affordable, nutritious lunch options. All schools
will make sure students have access to lunch if
needed. If you need help accessing food at
school, please reach out to your school
administration.

Newcomer Support Questions

Families can contact their school administrator
or AVRCE's Newcomer Support Social Worker at
902-670-4963.

Parent Navigator

AVRCE's Parent Navigator connects families to
information and programs at school and in the
community. Call 902-844-2816.

School-Related
Questions/Concerns

e The first point of contact should always be
your child’s teacher (or Early Childhood
Educator for pre-primary children).

e The school principal is your next contact for
questions or concerns beyond the
classroom.

e If the question or concern is still unresolved,
parents/guardians can call 902-538-4617 to
speak to a School Supervisor.
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